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which is peculiar to the French character, and from which
even the riper French statesmen are less free than the
majority of German and English statesmen. It is, how-
ever, supremely important for the Imperial German Govern-
ment not to judge the situation in France and its
consequences erroneously, nor to accept false premises as
correct and sound bases for its own policy. In such a
situation as the present I deem it the duty of the German
Empire's official representative to carefully test and sift his
impressions before reporting them to me. For, considering
of what fatal importance to the future of Germany and
Europe any decision of His Majesty may be, it would be
extremely perilous to both were the essential anticipations
adopted in exalted quarters to turn out incorrect, although
deemed indubitable, and announced as such, by the Imperial
Embassy in Paris. My recognition of this danger con-
strains me to tell Your Excellency that I consider your
confidently expressed conviction, viz., that the arrears
due to us are certain to be paid, whatever form of govern-
ment may prevail in France, to be quite erroneous, and the
assurance given by Your Excellency to that effect, an
extremely audacious one, I deem it probable that the
payments will be effected if Thiers shall remain at the helm,
or if governmental affairs shall observe a regular and legal
development But I fear that we shall again be compelled
to enforce the satisfaction of our claims with the sword if a
Republic, led by persons of a different description, should
be violently substituted for the present one. In view of this
possibility it behoves us not to weaken the existing Govern-
ment, or contribute to its fall Were one of the monarchical
Pretenders to obtain possession of power before the war
contribution shall be paid and French territory evacuated
by our troops, matters would take quite another turn, and